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or three years the tide seems to have turned at last. It may
be that in the grim penury of the early days of peace,
nations will in fact have no choice but to seek help and give
it by interchange of goods and services. It may be facilitated
by the fact that all trade and manufacture will be under
the general supervision and control of governments.

Britain must be prepared to make her due contribution to
the economic reconstruction of the world. The world was
content throughout the nineteenth century to leave Britain in
political control of vast colonies because she did not seek to
exclude their commerce by preferential tarifls. That policy
of the Open Door has now been abandoned, and the policy
of Imperial Preference handicaps the foreign trader in a two-
fold way. Because it is made difficult by tariffs for him to sell
his goods in our colonies, it is made difficult as a direct
consequence for him to buy raw materials from those colo-
nies. From the standpoint of the colonist it is most objection-
able that he should be prevented from buying cheap foreign
goods lest he should prefer them to dearer British articles. It
is difficult to reconcile this system with the doctrine of trustee-
ship which we are now supposed to have adopted.

Not only should the Open Door apply throughout Africa
in matters fiscal, but the economic development of Africa,
especially the building of railways, should be planned as an
international undertaking. When a.great continent is being
opened up, it should be regarded as an economic whole, and
railways should not be diverted from their natural routes in
order to stay in one or other political jurisdiction. There
is no need for Britain to surrender her political control of
her colonies; it would indeed be most undesirable that she
should do so until she is able to grant them self-governing
institutions and launch them on a career of self-government.
The help, however, of all foreign countries which are willing
to co-operate to raise living standards should be welcomed in
their economic development.

It is certain that at the peace conference much attention
will be given to the organization of a new international order.
Will it take the form of a resuscitated League of Nations ?
Will it be a form of European federation ? Will it be some-
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